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P o s 


He who prefides over the 
Being in the 


Postmaster-general, n.f. 
polls or letter carriers. 

Postmeridian . adj. [poflmeridianus , Lat.J 
afternoon. 

Over hafty digeftion is the inconvenience of pojlmeridian 
Heep. Bacon's Nat. Hiji. 

Postoffice, n.f. [pojl and office.] Office where letters are 
delivered to the poll ; a pofthoufe. 

If you don’t fend to me now and then, the pojloffice will 
think me of no confequence; for I have no correipondent 
but y° u - Gay to Swift. 

If you are fent to the pojloffice with a letter, put it in care- 
Miy- Swift. 

To Postpone, v. a. [pojlpono , Lat. pofpofer , Fr.J 

1. To put off; to delay. 

You wou’d pojipone me to another reign. 

Till when you are content to be unjuft. Dryden. 

The moft trifling amufement is fuffered to pojipone the one 
thing neceffary. Rogers's Sermons. 

2. To fet in value below fomething elfe. 

All other confiderations fliould give way, and be pojiponed 
to this. Locke on Education. 

Postscript, n. f. [poji and fcriptum, Lat.J The paragraph 
added to the end of a letter. 

I think he prefers the publick good to his private opinion ; 
and therefore is willing his propofals Ihould with freedom be 
examined : thus I underftand his pojifcript. Locke. 

One, when he wrote a letter, would put that which was 
moft material in the pojifcript. Bacon's EJfays . 

The following letter I {hall give my reader at length, with¬ 
out either preface or pojifcript. Addifon's Spectator. 

Your faying that I ought to have writ 2.pojifcript to Gay’s, 
makes me^not content to write lefs than a whole letter. Pope. 
T o POSTULA IE. v. a. £ pojiulo , Lat. pojluler, Fr.J To 
beg or affume without proof. 

T hey moft powerfully magnify God, who, not from pojiulated 
and precarious inferences, entreat a courteous affent, but from 
experiments and undeniable effe&s. Brown. 

Po'stulate. n. f [pojiulatum , Lat.J Pofition fuppofed or 
affumed without proof. 

This we {hall induce not from pojiulatcs and intreated 
maxims, but from undeniable principles. Brown. 

Some have caft all their learning into the method of mathe¬ 
maticians, under theorems, problems and pojiulates. Watts. 

Postula'tion. n.f. [pojiulatio , Lat. pojiulation , Fr. from 
pojiulate. J The a£t of fuppofing- without proof; gratuitous 
affumption. 

A fecond pojiulation to elicit my affent, is the veracity of 
him that reports it. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

PoStulatory. adj. [from pojiulate.] 

1. Affuming without proof. 

2. Affumed without proof. 

Whoever {hall perufe the phytognomy of Porta, and ftridHy 
obferve how vegetable realities are forced into animal repre- 
fentations, may perceive the femblance is but pojiulatory. Bro . 
PoSture. n.f lpojiure , Fr. pofitura , Latin.J 

1. Place; fituation. 

Although thefe ftudies are not fo pleafing as contemplations 
phylical or mathematical, yet they recompenfe with the ex¬ 
cellency of their ufe in relation to man, and his nobleft pojiure 
and ftation in this world, a ftate of regulated fociety. Hale. 

According to the pojiure of our affairs in the laft campaign, 
this prince could have turned the balance on either fide. Acldifi 

2 . Voluntary collocation of the parts of the body with refpedt 
to each other. 

He ft arts, 

Then lays his linger on his temple ; ftrait 
Springs out into faft gait; then ftops again. 

Strikes his breaft hard, and then anon he cafts 
His eyes againft the moon, in moft ftrange pojiures. Sbak. 
Where there are affections of reverence, there will be po- 
Jlures of reverence. South's Sermons. 

The pojiure of a poetick figure is the defeription of his he¬ 
roes in the performance of fuch or fuch an action. Dryden. 

In the meaneft marble ftatue, one fees the faces, pojiures , 
airs and drefs of thofe that lived fo many ages before us. Add. 

3. State ; difpolition. 

The lord Hopton left Arundel-caftle, before he had put it 
into the good pojiure he intended. Clarendon , h. viii. 

I am at the fame point and pojiure I was, when they forced 
me to leave Whitehall. King Charles. 

In this abjedt pojture have ye fworn 
T’ adore the conqueror. Milton. 

The feveral pojiures of his devout foul in all conditions of 
life, are difplayed with great fimplicity. Atterbury. 

To Po'sture. v. a. [from the noun.J To put in any par¬ 
ticular place or difpofition. 

The gillfins are lo pojiured , as to move from back to belly 
and -e contra. Grew. 

POST'DLATUM, n. f. [Latin.J Pofition affumed without 
proof. 

Calumnies often refuted, are the pojiulatums of fcriblers, 
upon which they proceed as upon firft principles. Addijon . 


POT 

When the fludents have accomplifhed themfeh™ • , 
part, they are to be delivered into the hands of a kind r 
jiuremafter. o. „ . of po- 

Po'sy. n.f [contracted from poefy.] ° ° r * ^ 3 °S* 

I. A motto on a ring. 

A paltry ring. 

That fhe did give me, whole pofy was. 

Like cutler’s poetry ; 

Love me and leave me not. Shakefp. Merch of V • 

chofen *1 very fhort text to enlarge upon I 

a ring, as 
Addifon. 

Spenfer. 
to grow 
Swift. 



Shakefp. 


You have H ' f 

fhould as foon expe& to fee'a critick on the pol'Ctf a 
on the inlcription of a medal. 

2. A bunch of flowers. Of unknown derivation. 

With ftore of vermeil roles. 

To deck their bridegroom’s pofies. 

We make a difference between luffering thiftles 
among us, and wearing them for pofies. ° ow 

PoT - lP°*> fr- in all the fenfes, and Dutch; pmejilk. 

ulCK» I 

1. A veffel in which meat is boiled on the fire. 

Toad that under the cold ftone 

Swelter’d, venom fleeping got; 

Boilthou firft i’th’ charmed pot. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Gigantick hinds, as foon as work was done, 

To their huge pots of boiling pulfe would run, 

, v F ^,T^ ease ; joy - 

2 . Veffel to hold liquids. J 

The woman left her water pot , and went her way. John. 

3. Veffel made of earth. J 

Whenever potters meet with any chalk or marl mixed with 
their clay, though it will with the clay hold burning yct 
whenever any water comes near any fuch pots after they are 
burnt, both the chalk and marl will flack and fpoil their 

ware ' Mortimer's Hufhandn, 

4. Afmallcup. 

But that I think his father loves him not. 

I’d have him poifon’d with a pot of ale. 

Suppofe your eyes fent equal rays. 

Upon two diftantof ale, 

Not knowing which was mild or ftale. Prior. 

A foldier drinks his pot , and then offers payment. Swift. 

5. Togo to Pot. To be deftroyed or devoured/ A iowphraie. 

The Iheep went firft to pot, the goats next, and after them 
the oxen, and all little enough to keep life together. L'Rjl. 

John’s ready money went into the lawyers pockets; then 
John began to borrow money upon the bank ftock, now and 
then a farm went to pot. Arbuthnot's Hiji. of J. Bull. 

To Pot. v. a. [from the noun.J 

1. To preferve feafoned in pots. 

Potted fowl and filh come m fo faft. 

That ere the firft is out, the fecond {links. 

And mouldy mother gathers on the brinks. Dryden. 

2. To inclofe in pots of earth. 

Pot them in natural, not forced earth ; a layer of rich 
mould beneath, and about this natural earth to nourifli the 
fibres, but not fo as to touch the bulbs. Evelyn. 

Acorns, mail and other feeds may be kept well, by being 
barrelled or potted up with moift fand. Mortimer. 

PO'TABLE. adj. [potable, Fr. potabilisy Lat.J Such as may 
be drank; drinkable. 

Thou beft of gold are worft of gold. 

Other lefs fine in carrat, is more precious, 

Preferving life in med’eine potable. Shakefpeare. 

Dig a pit upon the fea fhore, fomewhat above the high 
water mark, and fink it as deep as the low water mark; and 
as the tide cometh in, it will fill with water frefli and 

potable. Bacon's Nat. Hiji. 

Rivers run potable gold. Milton's Par. Lojl. 

The faid potable gold Ihould be endued with a capacity of 
being agglutinated and affimilated to the innate heat. Harvey. 
Where folar beams 

Parch thirfty human veins, the damafk’d meads 
Unforc’d difplay ten thoufand painted fiow’rs 
Ufeful in potables. Philips . 

Po'tableness. n.f. [from potable.'] Drinkablenefs. 
Po'tager. n.f. [from pottage.'] A porringer. 

An Indian dilh or potager , made of the bark of a tree, 
with the fides and rim fewed together after the manner of 
twiggen-work. Grew's Mufauin. 

Pota'rgo. n.f A Weft Indian pickle. 

What lord of old would bid his cook prepare 
Mangos, potargOy champignons, cavarre. King* 

Po'tash. n.f [ypotajfey Fr.J 

Potafhy in general, is an impure fixed alcaline fait, made 
by burning from vegetables : we have five kinds of this lalt 
now in ufe ; 1. The German potafi), made from burnt wood, 
and commonly fold under the name of pearlafhes. 2. f he 
Spanifh called barilia, made by burning a fpecies of kali, a 
plant which the Spaniards fow in the fields as we do coni. 

3. The home-made totajh, made from fern and other ufe cts 

* 2 plants, 


POT 


plants, 


collected 


quantities 


burnt. 


The 


Swedilh, and 5. Ruffian kinds,, with a volatile acid matter 
combined with them; but the Ruffian is ftronger than the 
Swedilh, which is made of decayed wood only : potafh is of 
preat ufe to the manufacturers of foap and glafs, to bleachers 
and to dyers ; it is alfo an ingredient in fome medicinal coin- 
pofitions, but the Ruffian potafh is greatly preferable to all the 
other kinds. Hill's Materia Medica. 

Chelhire rock-falt, with a little nitre, allum and potafhy is 
the common flux ufed for the running of the plate-glafs. 

Woodward on Fojfils , 

Pota'tion. n.f. [potatioy Lat.J Drinking bout; draught. 

Roderigo, 

Whom love hath turned almoft the wrotig fide out 
To Defdemona, hath to night carouz’d 
Potations pottle deep. Shakefp. O'thello. 

If I had a thoufand fons, the firft human principle I would 
teach them, Ihould be to forfwear thin potations, and to ad- 
di£l themfelves to fack. Shakefpeare's Henry IV. 

Pota'to. n.f. [I fuppofe an American word. J An efculent 
root. 

The red and white potatoes are the moft common efculent 
roots now in ufe, and were originally brought from Virginia 
into Europe. Miller. 

On choiceft melons and fweet grapes they dine, 

And with potatoes fat their wanton fwine. Waller. 

The families of farmers live in filth and naftinefs upon 
butter-milk and potatoes. Swift, 

Leek to the Welch, to Dutchmen butter’s dear. 

Of Irifh fwains potatoe is thechear; 

Oats for their feafts the Scottifh Ihepherds grind* 

Sweet turnips are the food of Blouzelind ; 

While {he loves turnips, butter I’ll defpife. 

Nor leeks, nor oatmeal, nor potatoe prize. Gay. 

Potbe llied, adj. [pot and belly.] Having a fwoln paunfch. 

Potbe'lly. n.f. [pot and belly.] A fwelling paunch. 

He will find himfelf a forked {hadling animal and a pot¬ 
belly. Arbuthnot and Pope. 

To Potch. v. a. [packer, Fr. to thruft out the eyes as with 
the thumb;J 

j . To thruft ; to pufll; 

Where 

I thought to crufti him in an equal force. 

True fword to fword ; I’ll potch at him fome Way, 

Or wrath of craft may get him. Shakefp. Coriolanus ; 

2. [ Pocher , Fr.J To poach ; to boil llightly; 

In great wounds, it is neceffary to obferve a fpare diet, as 
panadoes or a patched egg ; this much availing to prevent in¬ 
flammation. fr, knifeman's Surgery. 

Po'tcompanion. n.f A fellow drinker; a godd fellow at 
caroufals. 

Po'tency. n.f. [potential Lat.J 

1. Power; influence. 

^ Now arriving 

At place of potency and fway o’th’ ftate, 

If he Ihould ftill malignantly remain 

Faft foe to the plebeians, your voices might 

fee curfes to yourfelves. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

I would I had your potency. Shakefp, 

Thou haft fought to make us break our vow. 

To come betwixt our fentence and our power. 

Which nor our nature nor our place can bear. 

Our potency m ake good. Shakefpeare. 

By what name {hall we call fuch an one, as exceedeth God 
in potency. Raleigh's Hijlory of the World. 

2 . Efficacy ; ftrength. 

Ufe can mafterthe devil, or throw him out 
With wond’rous potency. Shakefp. Hamlet . 

POTENT, adj. [potens, Latin.J 

I. Powerful; forcible; ftrong; efficacious. 

There is nothing more contagious than fome kinds of har¬ 
mony ; than fome nothing more ftrong and potent unto 
g°°d* Hooker. 

Why Hand thefe royal fronts amazed thus ? 

Cry havock, kings; back to the ftained field. 

You equal potents , fiery kindled fpirits ! Shakefp. 

I do believe, 

Induc’d by potent circumftances, that 

You are mine enemy. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Here’s another 

More potent than the firft. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

One would wonder how, from fo differing premiffes; they 
fhould infer the fame conclufion, were it not that the confpi- 
ration of irttereft were too potent for the diverfity of judg- 

Decay of Piety. 

When by command 
Mofes once more his potent rod extends 
Over the fea ; the fea his rod obeys. Milton. 

Verfes are the potent charms we ufe, 

Heroick thoughts and virtue to infufe. frP'aller. 

T he magiftrate cannot urge obedience upon fuch potent 
grounds, as the minifter can urge difobedience. South . 


Shakefp . 
Shakefp. 

Daniel * 


Milton. 


Philips c 


How the effluvia of a magnet can be fo rare and fubtil£, 
to pafs through a plate of glafs without aiiy refiftaried or di¬ 
minution of their force, and yet fo potent as to turn a magne- 
tick needle through the glafs. Newton s Opticks, 

The chemical preparations are more vigorous and potent in 
their effects than the galenical. Baker . 

Cyclop, fince human flefh has been thy feaft, 

Now drain this goblet potent to digeft. Pope'. 

2. Having great authority or dominion : as, potent moharchs. 

Po'tentate. n.f [potentat, Fr.J Monarch; prince; fove- 
reign. 

This gentleman is come to me. 

With commendations from great potentates'. 

Kings and mightieft: potentates muff die. 

Thefe defences are but compliments; 

To dally with confining potentates. 

All obey’d the luperior voice 
Of their great potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in heav’ri. 

. Exalting him nbtonly above earthly princes and potentates , 
but above the higheft of the celeftial hierarchy. Boyle „ 

Each potentate , as wajy fear, or ftrength. 

Or emulation urg’d, his neighbour’s bounds 
Invades. 

Potential. Adj. [poienciel, Fr. potentialis , Latin.J 

1. Exifting in poffibility, not in adt. 

This potential and imaginary materia prima cannot exift 
without form. Raleigh's Hiji. of the frVorld. 

2. Having the effedl without the external adlual property. 

The magnifico is much belov’d. 

And hath in his effedl a voice potential, 

As double as the duke’s: Shakefp. Othello. 

Ice doth not only fubmit unto adlual heat, but indureth 
not the potential calidity of marly waters. Brown. 

3. Efficacious ; powerful: 

Thoil muft make a dullard of the world. 

If they not thought the profits of my death 

Were very pregnant and potential fpurs 

To make thee leek it. Shakefp.. 

4. In grammar, potential is a mood denoting the poffibility of 
doing any adlion. 

Potentiality, n.f. [from potential.] Poffibility; not ac¬ 
tuality. 

Manna reprefented to every man the tafte himfelf did like, 
but it had in its own potentiality all thofe taftes and dilpo- 
fitions eminently. Taylor's IP or thy Ccmjnunicant. 

God is an eternal fubftance and adl, without potentiality 
and matter, the principle of motion, the Caufeof nature. Still. 

The true notion of a foul’s eternity is this, that the future 
moments of its duration can never be all paft and prefeht; 
but ftill there will be a futurity and potentiality of more for 
eVer and ever. Bentley's Sermons. 

Pote'ntially. adv. [from potential] 

j. In power or poffibility ; not in a £t or pofitively. 

This duration of human fouls is only potentially infinite ; 
for their eternity confifts only in an endlefs capacity of conti¬ 
nuance without ever ceafing to be in a boundlels futurity, that 
can never be exhaufted, or all of it be paft or prefent; but 
their duration can never be pofitively and a&ually eternal, 
becaufe it is ihoft manifeft, that no moment can ever be af- 
figned, wherein it Ihall be true, that fuch a foul hath then 
actually fuftained an infinite duration. Bentley . 

2. In efficacy ; not in adluality. 

They fhould tell us, whether only that be taken out of 
feripture which is actually and particularly there fet down, or 
elfe that alfo which the general principles and rules of ferip¬ 
ture potentially contain. Hooker , b. iih 

Blacknefs is produced iipoft the blade of a kiiife that has 
cut four apples, if the juice, though both adually and poten¬ 
tially cold, be not quickly wiped off. Boyle on Colours. 

Po'tently. adv. [from potent.] Powerfully ; forcibly. 

You’re potently oppos’d ; and with a malice 
Of as great fize. Shakefp. Heriry VIII; 

Metals are hardened by often heating and quenching ; for 
cold worketh moft potently upon heat precedent. Bacon . 

Oil of vitriol, though a potently acid menftruum,. will yet 
precipitate many bodies mineral, and others diffolved not only 
in aquafortis, but in fpirit of vinegar. Boyle. 

Pote'ntness. n.f. [from potent.] Pdvkerfulnefs; mierht* 
power. 

Po tgun. n.f. [by miftake or corruption ufed for popgun.] A 
gun which makes a fmall fmart noife. * J 

An author, thus who pants for fame. 

Begins the world with fear and ftiame. 

When firft in print, you fee him dread 
Each potgun levell’d at his head. 

Potha'nger. n. f. [pot and hunger.] Hook 
which the pot is hung over the fire. 

Pothecary. n.f. [contradled by pronunciation and poetical 
convenience from apothecary ; from apotheca, Lat.J One who 
compounds and fells phyfick. 


Swift's Mifcel. 
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